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New Test for Blood-Stains.—]. W. Gunning (Journal 
of Applied Chemistry ) has discovered that acetate of zinc will 
precipitate the coloring matte^T)f^b 1 ood from solutions. The 
flocculent precipitate must be washed by decantation, and left 
to evaporate and dry on a watch-glass, and, if blood has been 
present, the microscope will reveal delicate hasmin crystals. 



ing which, however, the Commissioners express the opim 
that there are still large numbers of insane persons in Eng¬ 
land kept under private care and deprived oi the benefits of 
periodical inspection. There still exists, it is stated, an in¬ 
sufficiency of accommodation for the insane of all classes, but 
especially of paupers. 



Detection of Blood-Stains. — Dr. Edward S. 
Wood, in the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal 
for January 2, reports that Fres. Zeitsch.f. Anal . Chew. 
(1872, ii. p. 244) contains a note from Dr. Helwig, con¬ 
tradicting a statement made in the Chew. Centralb ., 
1871, p. 37, that a solution of blood-pigment in iodide 
of potassium cannot be used for the production of blood- 
crystals, but only for spectroscopic examinations. It 
has long been known that a solution of iodide of po¬ 
tassium will extract from clothing the slightest trace of 
blood-coloring matter, it being possible to obtain a j 
solution suitable for testing even when the clothing 
has been washed and the stain is very old. In the 
present instance Dr. Helwig exhibited a specimen of I 
haemin-crystals which he had obtained by treating a I 
piece of linen upon which a blood-stain had existed for 
sixteen years, with a solution of iodide of potassium. 
The residue left after the evaporation of one drop 





acute inflammation or ‘tonsillitis,’ both of which re¬ 
quire other appropriate treatment.” 

To Kill Lice (Edinburgh Medical Journal , Nov. 
1872).—All kinds of lice and their nits may be got rid 
of, tuto , cito, et J^cunde, by washing with a simple 
decoction of staves^cre (Delphinium staphisagria ), or 
with a lotion made wfoh the bruised seeds in vinegar, 
or with the tincture, or blubbing in a salve made with 
the seeds and four times trhsjr weight of lard very care¬ 
fully beaten together. The a^ebc solution and the tinc¬ 
ture are the cleanliest and mosutgreeable preparations, 
but all are equally efficacious iiidqstroying both the 
creatures and their eggs, and even ro^relieving the 
intolerable itching which their casual praqnce leaves 
behind on many sensitive skins. The alkaloid delphi- 
nia may be also employed, but possesses no advantage, 
[except in the preparation of an ointment, when for^ny 
reason that form of application should be preferred. 




upon a glass slide gave beautiful hsemin-crystals upon 
the application of Teichmann’s test, when the remain¬ 
der of the solution, examined by the spectroscope, 
gave an absolutely negative result. 

Teichmann’s test, the ordinary test for hsemin-crys- 
tals, is performed by rubbing upon the dried residue 
in a watch-glass or on a microscope-slide a very small 
quantity of ammonic chloride or common salt, adding 
to the mixture a drop of glacial acetic acid, and warm¬ 
ing until bubbles form under the covering glass, showing 
that the boiling-point of the acetic acid has been reached. 
Upon cooling, crystals of hsemin can be detected by the 
microscope. 

In the same journal (1872, i. p. 29) we find men¬ 
tioned by H. Struve an additional test for blood-pig¬ 
ment, which is applicable to the testing of both urine 
and clothing-stains for blood. This test is based upon 
the precipitation of hsematin from an acetic acid solu¬ 
tion by tannic acid as tannate of haematin, and maybe 
performed in the following way. To the urine or any 
other liquid suspected to contain hsematin is added a 
little ammonia-water or potassic hydrate, then a solu¬ 
tion of tannic acid, and finally acetic acid, to distinctly 
acid reaction. If hsematin be present, a reddish-brown 
precipitate, tannate of hsematin, is formed, which 
quickly settles and can be very easily washed and 
collected on a filter. This precipitate, after drying, 
gives a residue with which we can obtain hsemin-crys- 
tals by performing Teichmann’s test. This test is far 
superior to Heller’s test for blood in the urine, in which 
the hsematin is mechanically carried down with the 
earthy phosphates, after the addition of ammonic or 
potassic hydrate. By the above method the author 
claims to have detected the presence of blood when 
all other reactions have failed; for instance, in urine 
when he could not detect the albumen by any of the 
ordinary tests. In 20 cc. of urine to which 0.023 per 
cent, of blood was added, a precipitate was obtained 
which permitted numerous examinations for hsemin- 
he made by Teichmann’s test. 
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that they find the system successful, rapid, and perma¬ 
nent in its effects ; which opinion confirms those of 
earlier date, given by commissions appointed in France, 
Belgium, Spain, etc. 

Eight patients, severely affected with stuttering, were 
submitted, under the observation of the commissioners, 
to the system of M. Chervin. They varied in age 
from ten to twenty-nine years, and none of them could 
sbeak without stammering to an extent most distressing 
to\themselves and to those who heard and saw them. 
InXsome cases the act of speaking was accompanied 
with convulsive movements of the mouth and eyes; in 
others, with spasmodic respiratory movements. Some 
had stammered from their infancy ; in others the defect 
had been caused by a shock to the nervous- system. 
Ten day Rafter they had been placed under M. Chervin’s 
treatment’ they were seen by the commissioners, and 
each of them could then speak distinctly, without 
stammering or hesitation; and on the 28th they were 
pronounced cured, speaking then with natural ease 
and rapidity. 

The system is' as follows. All mechanical con¬ 
trivances are discarded ; but he teaches the patient, by 
means of a large number of exercises, gradually to 
pronounce, with distinctness, vowels, consonants, syl¬ 
lables, and sentences. He pays great attention to the 
act of respiration, which he seeks to regulate. He 
teaches his patients to take at certain intervals a slow 
but normal inspiration, which is succeeded by an even, 
continuous, and loud expiration, during which pronun¬ 
ciation is effected. The course of treatment occupies 
twenty days, the time being divided into three periods. 
During the first the patient is restricted to complete 
silence, so that the old habit may be broken ; during 
the second period the patient is taught to speak slowly 
and deliberately; and during the third period he ac¬ 
quires the practice of speaking fluently and without 
clipping the words. This method is stated to have 
succeeded in the most difficult cases, and the good 

to . b^ no rni; 
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